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White tailed sea eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) 
 

 
 
 
What they eat: 
White tailed sea eagles are versatile 
and opportunistic hunters and carrion 
feeders, sometimes pirating food from 
other birds and even otters. They eat 
largely fish, but also take various birds, 
rabbits & hares. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: N. Hawkins 
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Why are they so special in Wester Ross: 
 
The white-tailed eagle went extinct in Scotland in the 20th 
century due to illegal killing and egg collectors stealing their 
eggs from their nests.  
The last Sea Eagle in Scotland, an old female, was shot on the 
island of Unst in Shetland in 1918. 
But between 1993 and 1998 (as phase two of a 
full-scale reintroduction programme begun in 

1975 in Mull) a group of people 
from the RSPB and Scottish Natural Heritage 
worked really hard to repopulate this area using 

chicks that had hatched in Norway and now we have a thriving 
population in this area again. (Please see the timeline below for 
the full story of the reintroduction project.) 
 
 

  
One of our local White Tailed 
Sea Eagles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo: N. Hawkins 
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Measurements: 
Sea eagles are the 4th largest eagle in the world and WTSE are 
Scotland’s largest bird of prey 
Their length is: 70-90cm  
Their wingspan is: 200-240cm  
Their weight is: 3.5-5 kg for males  
and 7kg for females. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: 1Mike Langman – rspb-images.com 
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Their natural habitats: 

White tailed sea eagles’ natural 
habitats are farm land, upland, 
wetland, marine & intertidal areas. 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Threats 
 
The white-tailed eagle is still in 
danger by more deliberate 
poisoning and killing and by 
their nests being disturbed. We 
are encouraging local boat tour 
operators to use the Wise 
scheme so they can show 
people the wildlife without 
disturbing the creatures. 
 
 
 

Photo: Ian McCarthy - rspb-images.com 
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How to spot an adult: 
The adult white-tailed sea eagle has black, brown, grey, white  
& cream/buff coloured feathers. Its leg colour is yellow and its 

beak is yellow, long, hooked, powerful and chunky.

 
Photo: Mike Langman - rspb-images.com 

 
 
How to spot a juvenile: 
The juvenile (young) white tailed 
Sea eagle has brown, black, white 
& cream/buff coloured feathers. 
Its leg colour is yellow and its beak  
is yellow, long, hooked, powerful 
& long. Did you know that white tailed sea 
eagles only get their white tails when they 
are 4 years old? Photo: Andy Hay - rspb-images.com 
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Re-introduction  - timeline dates: 
1959 - 1968 – failed attempts to reintroduce WTSE to 
Scotland. 
1975 – Nature Conservancy Council began full scale 
reintroduction programme to be supported later by RSPB 
and SNH. 
1975 – 1985: 82 chicks (39 males and 43 females) 
imported from Norway to Rum 
1985- first wild sea eagles fledged in Scotland for over 70 
years! 
Population continued to grow 
1993 – 1997 – SNH stared to second phase of release – 
this time in Wester Ross – using 58 more birds from 
Norway 
1996 – Scottish bred pair fledge first chick 
1998 – 18 pairs established in the wild 
2000 – 25th anniversary of project – 25 pairs hold 
territory, 100 chicks fledged 
2007 – phase 3 – 85 young brought from Norway to East 
Scotland 
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Maia and the Ullapool Sea Savers would like to thank the 
following people for their support making this fact file: 

 
 

Alison MacLennan and Jennifer Mullen 
RSPB 
 

 
 

Noel Hawkins  
Living Seas Scotland 
 
 

 
 
And local ornithology expert and friend to the Ullapool Sea 
Savers: Paul Copestake. 
 
 

 
www.ullapoolseasavers.com 

 


